
TOP TEN TIPS
for having a great

LET’S READ MATH FAMILY NIGHT



#10
Organize a family night TEAM.

Many hands make light work. Think about having workshop co-leaders, or 
having leaders take turns for different months.  List the jobs that need to get 

done and assign different people to different tasks:

-Publicizing the event and reminding people to attend

-Preparing and gathering workshop materials

-Taking attendance

-Keeping records of permissions and parent contact info

-Food preparation and setup

-Room setup and cleanup



#9 
Select a book that you want to read,   

and 
a math activity that you want to teach.

One place to look for ideas is on the Let’s Read Math website.  

Go to the WORKSHOPS tab.  There are three sets of workshops to explore.  
Read the workshop descriptions, then get outlines describing workshop 

activities and materials. Go to www.letsreadmath.com/workshops. 

Practice reading the book ahead of time, in an animated voice.  Remember to 
ask questions as you go along.  Some books will lend themselves to acting out, 
reader’s theater style.  If the book is too long for one sitting, think how you will 

summarize parts of it.  

Also practice the math activities ahead of time, so you know how to give clear 
directions and guide students as they work.    

http://www.letsreadmath.com/workshops


#8
Consider different WAYS to 

schedulE your event.  
The math lesson will take 1 – 1 ½ hours. Add ½ hr for food.   Typical 

family nights are 5:30 to 7:30 (with light dinner) or 6-8 (with snacks).  
Other options are to have sessions on school half-days, or on Saturday 

mornings, without food.  Have events monthly, or 2-3 times a year.  
Have parents sign up in advance, if possible, because there will be more 
of a commitment to attend.  Consider running a “course” where families 
commit to 4 weeks in a row.  Then you can run another “course”  later in 

the year, for the same or a different age group.



#7
plan for your venue. 

how will you set things up? 
Have a check-in table for attendance, handouts, getting photo 

permissions and parent contact info.  Have tables where parents can 
work with their children on math activities. Nice to have multiple copies 

of the book so kids can read along.  If not, then seat children on the 
floor. Require that parents listen to the story. Keep groups small. Try to 
keep group to 20-30 families maximum.  Otherwise arrange breakouts 

into smaller groups.  



#6
Have children sit with 

their parents and siblings.

Research emphasizes importance of intergenerational interaction.

This is especially important if ESL is an issue, so that family members can help each other to 
overcome language barriers.

Watch children from different grade levels interact and learn from each other. 

Friends are important, but emphasize that this is a FAMILY night.



#5
Remember to focus on 

READING as well as math.
Let’s Read Math family nights usually involve doing a book as a        

“read-aloud,” but consider shared reading, where there are several 
copies of the book and children read along, or read a book with a 

partner, or re-read the book later, for independent reading.                  
Find books on related topics, and remember that literacy involves not 

only reading, but writing, listening and speaking.



#4
Remember that                           

LET’S READ MATH IS AbouT MATH!
Don’t get so carried away with the crafts and fun that you forget to do 

the MATH.  Focus on a math topic from one of the content areas –
number, geometry, measurement, or data. If several family nights, 

choose different content strands for each one.  Build student 
understanding by including real-life connections, visual representations 

or hands-on activities.   Work with partners or in small groups to 
facilitate communicating to each other about mathematics. 



#3
Plan for follow-up activities.

Minimally, always plan for take-home items, or books, or worksheets, 
and suggest weblinks related to the topics discussed                             

(math and otherwise).

Think about ways to follow up in OST time, by doing related reading or 
related projects, possibly as part of a PBL unit                                                

(project-based-learning). 



#2
Treat family nights as a         

first step towards LIFELONG learning.
Harvard Family Research Center says that the best family engagement programs are 
learning centered!  Use family nights to launch PBL units at OST or to do follow up 
math activities during OST… or at home!        Think of your family night as a way to 

spark interest in topics growing out of the story book, math or otherwise.                                                   
Pick up your Iphone or Ipad to look up interesting words or topics. 

Have your local library find books related to the book you featured at your family 
night…on the math topic or otherwise!

Help children to embrace the joy in LIFELONG LEARNING!



#1
HAVE FUN WITH MATH!

Remember that the main goal of Let’s Read Math is to build positive 
attitudes towards math.  So help everyone at your family night to 

ENJOY EVERY MINUTE!


