
P Bear's New Year's Party
by Paul Owen Lewis

 
TEACHER NOTES

The Book:
P. Bear invites a few friends to his New Year’s party.  See who shows up. One critter arrives at 1 
o’clock, two arrive at 2 o’clock, etc. Enjoy the black and white illustrations, which add a level of 
difficulty to finding all the critters pictured on each page. And notice how a last little peek of the 
previous animal appears inside the doorway of each subsequent page.  Ask children what they think 
the “P.” stands for.  P. Bear is a polar bear, but maybe his name is Pete or Pat or Paul or Paulo or…?  
[Have fun generating ideas.]

The Math Topic(s):
Number sense (counting) and Measurement (telling time). 
Count the animals.  Have children set their clocks as you read the story.  

Page 39 (Make a Clock)
Read the story and have children show the correct time on a large classroom clock if possible.  Invest 
some time in making the paper plate clocks. They can be reused when you read other stories about 
clock time. Later in the day, make a chart of all the animals that came to the party.  Decide on a name 
for “P.” Bear and name the chart accordingly.  See what children remember about the story, and have 
them show the correct time on their handmade clocks.
 
To add another dimension to the activity, includes digital readouts for the time,  so children get used 
to reading the digital notation.  Begin by posing a memory challenge:  Write “1:00” on the chart and 
ask, “Who remembers the animal that came to the party at one o’clock?”  If they don’t remember give 
hints, like “It’s a very big animal,” or (for 8:00) “Think of an animal that lives at the firehouse.” In the 
end, your chart will look like this.   
      Pete’s Party
 1:00 1 whale
 2:00 2 horses
 3:00 3 cows
 4:00 4 zebras
 5:00 5 pandas
 6:00  6 goats 
 7:00 7 leopards
 8:00 8 dogs
 9:00 9 skunks 
 10:00 10 geese 
 11:00 11 cats
 12:00 12 penguins

Next Steps
Since this book is about New Year’s eve, a natural next topic would be to discuss the months of the 
year.  Maybe make a calendar for each month as a holiday present for parents.

RELATED BOOKS
Carle, Eric (1977).  The Grouchy Ladybug.  ISBN 0-06-443450-8
 Fun illustrations on wider and wider pages, to show who the grouchy ladybug met all day long.   
 Book lends itself to a conversation about  “a.m.” and “p.m.” It is appropriate for younger 
 children, but the book also appears in Funbook 1, for grades K-4.
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