
December Teacher Directions: P. Bear’s New Year’s Party 
 

December Holidays 
Most of your students will be celebrating December holidays like Christmas, Hanukkah and 
Kwanza.  It is also a month for giving gifts.  One suggestion for an appropriate end-of-year gift is 
to focus on the idea of starting a new year, and have children make calendars to share with 
their family.   Focusing on the new year led to this month’s book selection.   
 

Read the Book:  P. Bear’s New Year’s Party, by Paul Owens Lewis 
P. Bear decides to invite his friends to a fashionable “black-and-white” New Year’s Party.  The 
animals arrive in a pattern: one animal at 1:00, two animals at 2:00, etc., until twelve penguins 
arrive just a few minutes to midnight, just in time to shout “Happy New Year!”   When you get 
to the party, see if you can find ALL the animals that came through the door.  Some are in the 
living room and some are in the kitchen.  [I hope the author doesn’t mind, but I photocopy 
those last 3 pages, tape them together, and post on a bulletin board as a student challenge!] 
 

Modeling Clock Time: 
We are in a world where children encounter both analog clocks (the kind with the hands), and 
digital clocks, where the readout looks something like “10:45.”  Make children aware of this 
fact.   Suggest that they go home and make a chart showing how many different kinds of clocks 
and watches they were able to find: How many were digital?  How many were analog?   There 
are some “teaching clocks” that actually show the digital readout on the bottom of a standard 
clock with the hour hand and minute hands.  [Check out the math catalogs.]  

I actually like to use real clocks, and I gather them up at yard sales!  With analog clocks, 
when children learn to tell “time on the hour,” the minute hand is at the top, and the hour 
hand is pointing to the exact number needed to make the desired “o’clock.”  Show children 
how, on a real clock, as the minute hand moves around to the next “o’clock,” the hour hand is 
actually moving gradually to the next number.  In fact, when the minute hand gets “halfway 
around the clock”  (to the 6), the hour hand is halfway to the next number!   For example, at 
2:00 the hour hand is exactly at the 2, at 2:30 it is halfway between the 2 and the 3, and then at 
3:00 is it exactly at the 3.  As students become proficient with using their paper plate clocks to 
show time on the hour, transition to time on the half hour and see if students understand the 
subtlety involved.  Some get the idea right away; for others this is a very challenging concept.  
 

Making Calendars:     
In the standard lesson, we have included a downloadable blank calendar.  Calendar ideas: 

 Refer to a real calendar and have students make their own birthday month.  Attach it to 
a 12x18 piece of heavier paper, and draw a picture up top. 

 Assign individual or pairs of students to each of the 12 months. When all 12 are filled in, 
photocopy the collection so each student has all 12 months. They can make a 12-page 
calendar for the year, OR you can staple the 12 months together and attach the booklet 
to just one piece of paper or cardboard, then draw one picture for the whole year.  

 Note that the Book-of-the-Month packet comes with a full set of all 12 months for 2013, 
as well as the story book and other auxiliary worksheets. ($19.99)   

 

Technology: 
Visit the Let’s Read Math website at www.letsreadmath.com to find weblinks for each of the 
books in Funbook A, including P. Bear.   There are four great websites about telling time!  

http://www.letsreadmath.com/

