
  

 

 

 

October Teacher Directions: The Biggest Pumpkin Ever 
 
Read the Book: The Biggest Pumpkin Ever, by Steven Kroll 
Clayton and Desmond Mouse just happen to notice a pumpkin growing in the garden. Clayton wants it 
to get so big that it will win the town’s contest for the biggest pumpkin.  Desmond imagines that it will 
be an outstanding jack-o-lantern.  Unbeknownst to each other, they both start caring for the pumpkin. 
The results are mighty impressive! 
 
Other Books about Pumpkins/Halloween: 
- Pumpkin Jack, by Will Hubbell.  The life cycle continues… Pumpkin Jack (a jack-o-lantern) rots in the 
garden, gets covered in snow, and seeds sprout the following spring. Poignant. 
-Pumpkin Circle: The Story of a Garden, by George Levenson.  Real pumpkin garden photos. 
-Pigs Go to Market, by Amy Axelrod.  The Pigs go shopping for Halloween candy, then eat it in the car on 
the way home.  Figure out how much the candy cost, and figure out how many pieces of candy they ate!  
  
K-2 Activities:  Weighing and Measuring Pumpkins (3 worksheets) 
Visit a pumpkin farm or grocery store and have children select pumpkins. Try to get different sizes and 
shapes, and some that are green or have green on them.  (Do NOT get the teeny gourds that are too 
hard to cut!) Be sure to get a weight for each pumpkin.  Later…. For very young children, do a whole 
group activity where you measure a pumpkin in different ways and record the results.  When you count 
seeds, group them in tens so you can count by tens!  If children are older, you can have them work in 
groups to weigh and measure several different pumpkins.  For extra fun, name the pumpkins, and 
record results in a group chart so you can easily compare measurements. An adult needs to be in charge 
of cutting the tops off the pumpkins… round, or curvy or zigzag tops! (Later, each pumpkin can become a 
jack-o-lantern, a luminary, or a vase (with dried or artificial flowers inside).     
 
 

 
The large pumpkin worksheet is for you to use as you see fit  – for example, to have kids draw their own 
pumpkin face, as an illustration for a journal entry about measuring pumpkins, or to make up a story 
about a pumpkin growing in a garden.  
 
Grades 2-3 Activity: Pumpkin Possibilities (title with directions  + the 8 pumpkins + worksheets a-b-c-d) 
Pose this as a problem-solving activity:  Desmond started to make his jack-o-lantern.  He knew how to 
make 2 kinds of eyes, 2 kinds of noses, and 2 kinds of mouths.  How many different jack-o-lantern faces 
could  he make?  [Note: He wanted the eyes to match!]  Have children work with a partner to reason 
about finding as many faces as possible. (There are 8 possible faces because there are 2 choices x 2 
choices x 2 choices =8, but the purpose is NOT to jump to multiplication, but to have kids sketch or make 
lists of what they did.)   Then introduce them to the idea of a tree diagram as a fancy way to record 
possibilities.  Follow the directions to assemble your chart, so you can see the possible combinations.     
 
Grades 4-6: Pumpkin Possibilities (an extension activity)  
This auxiliary activity is included in the October packet that you can purchase online.  If you have older 
students, or children who need an extra challenge, have them think about how many possible pumpkins 
can be made if there are 3 kinds of eyes, 2 kinds of noses, and 4 kinds of mouths. (3x2x4=24!)  The 
packet includes all the pieces that you will need to construct a giant tree diagram (4 ½ feet long and 2 
feet high) – great for an October bulletin board!     
 
Technology: More opportunities to think about combinations: 
Select shirts and pants to dress  Bobbie Bear:  http://illuminations.nctm.org/ActivityDetail.aspx?ID=3    


