
September Teacher Directions: Chrysanthemum 
Warm-Up Activity: 

Have children put their first names on small post-its (1.5x2”) and attach them to a line plot that 

shows how many letters are in their names.  Your final graph will look something like this: 

                     
 

Read the Book:  Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes 

Talk about how special names are and how sad Chrysanthemum felt when people made fun of 

her name.   What was the second-longest name in the class?  (Victoria!)  Do you think it is 

possible that some of the kids were using nicknames?  (See Funbook page 5.) 
 

Calculator Fun: 

Children should never use a calculator instead of learning their number facts, but it is a great 

tool for developing number sense and for engaging children in problems that would otherwise 

be too difficult to tackle, like experimenting to find words worth 25 cents, 50 cents, or $1.00. 

(See Funbook page 6.)   

Begin by showing them how to turn the calculator on and off, and how to clear the 

screen.  “Let’s see if the calculator really works!”  Ask them a number fact that they know, like 

7+2.  Then do it on the calculator.  Try a few problems so they are convinced it works.  Try a 

problem with three addends or four:  2+3+4+5=?   (Solve it first, then try it on the calculator!   

Teach the calculator to count by 2’s:   0+2= = = = =   or by 5’s: 0+5= = = = =.   Count backwards 

from 100:  100-1= = = = = =.  “Discover” that there are numbers less than zero!    

After you work on the Funbook page to find the value of your name, try finding words 

that are “worth” 25. 50, or 100 cents.  Make charts and have children list words that they find.  

(Even though they are using a calculator, they will have to reason about how to reach the 

desired totals.)  Leave calculators at a learning station and see if your list grows! 
Answers for Words Worth 100 Cents:  pedicures, drizzle, choppers, chimpanzee, clockwise, mittens, carpenter, double-header, putter, 

seashells, clementine, excellent.  

 Kids will love “The Upside-Down Calculator.”  See if they can find other words! 
 

Technology: 

The computer can help you find more words!  http://www.balmoralsoftware.com/dollar.htm 

http://www.balmoralsoftware.com/dollar.htm

